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Purpose of Bill: Requires the superintendent to serve as the summer learning 
coordinator and coordinate all summer programs for children.  
Requires the summer learning coordinator to leverage certain 
federal funds for school-based summer programs.

Department's Position:
The Hawaii Department of Education (Department) respectfully provides comments for 
the committee’s consideration on SB 812. The Department appreciates the legislature’s 
commitment to providing the necessary support to coordinate summer programs. 
  
The Hawaii State Board of Education (Board) Policy 500-18 
(boe.hawaii.gov/policies/Board%20Policies/Summer%20School%20Programs.pdf) 
states that summer school programs may be organized and conducted at the discretion 
of the superintendent or the superintendent’s designee(s). 
  
The Department has already started cross-office meetings to coordinate summer 
learning programs and is working through all school-based summer programs. In 
addition to the cross-office meeting, there is an existing pilot program slated for Summer 
2021 between the official summer school and Community Engagement Branch Out of 
School Time Network, specifically United Peer Learning, Integrating New Knowledge 
(UPLINK); Resources for Enrichment, Athletics, Culture and Health (REACH); and 21st 
Century Community Learning Centers. This collaboration can serve as a model to 
create other coordinated efforts and streamlined communication.

Given the existing Board policy providing the Superintendent with discretion over 
summer school programming and the existing pilot program, we believe this measure is 



not needed at this time. We would defer to the Department of Human Services in 
regards to any restrictions placed on the federal funds administered by their department 
that is mentioned in the bill.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on SB 812.

The Hawai‘i State Department of Education is committed to delivering on our promises 
to students, providing an equitable, excellent, and innovative learning environment in 
every school to engage and elevate our communities. This is achieved through targeted 
work around three impact strategies: school design, student voice, and teacher 
collaboration. Detailed information is available at www.hawaiipublicschools.org.
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February 2, 2021 
 

TO:  The Honorable Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Chair 
  Senate Committee on Education 
     
FROM:  Cathy Betts, Director 
 
SUBJECT: SB 812 – RELATING TO EDUCATION 

 
  Hearing: Wednesday, February 3, 2021, 3:00 p.m. 
    Via Videoconference, State Capitol 
 

DEPARTMENT’S POSITION:  The Department of Human Services (DHS) appreciates the 

intent of this measure, requests clarification of the intent of the measure, and provides 

comments.  

PURPOSE:  The purpose of the bill requires the superintendent to serve as the summer 

learning coordinator and coordinate all summer programs for children.  Requires the summer 

learning coordinator to leverage certain federal funds for school-based summer programs. 

DHS respectfully requests clarification of how the Legislature would like the DHS 

administered federal funds to be used as there are limitations on the purposes for which such 

funds may be used. 

Temporary Assistance for Needing Families (TANF) program federal and State 

Maintenance of Effort (MOE) funds may not be used for any educational activities that are 

components of the State’s free public education system.   Consequently, if the Legislature 

codifies in statute that the Department of Education (DOE) provide additional summer 

programs, then the programs would be considered part of the DOE system and TANF funds 

would not be available to support the administration of the summer program. 
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Currently TANF funding provides subsidies for TANF-eligible families in the A-Plus 

afterschool program under TANF Purposes 1 and 2 so that the children of low-income working 

families may be cared for so parents can continue with their employment.  Although the A-Plus 

program is part of the DOE system, it is classified as license-exempt child care, and subsidies are 

paid on behalf of employed TANF-eligible families and are not paid directly to DOE for any costs 

associated with administering the A-Plus program. 

TANF also provides funding for the UPLINK afterschool program for DOE middle and 

intermediate school students under TANF Purpose 3 so that these children are able to engage 

in positive activities that reduces the chances of children engaging in risky behaviors that lead 

to teen pregnancy during the least supervised time of the weekdays (afterschool through 5 

PM).   

Schools with UPLINK programs are not allowed to provide any activities and services 

that are part of the general free public education system.  However, if UPLINK schools have the 

resources and funds available at the end of the school year, the school may extend their UPLINK 

Program into the summer break for no more than six weeks and are only allowed to provide 

remediation support to facilitate promotion to the next grade level, such as tutoring services 

and activities that support eighth and ninth grade students who are transitioning to high school 

in the upcoming school year.   

  If DOE develops a summer program and structures it like A-Plus where there is a fee 

charged for students to attend and there are no activities or services that may be considered 

part of the school system, then TANF funds may be used to subsidize the summer program fees 

for TANF eligible families.  Again, the subsidies would be paid on behalf of eligible 

families.  TANF funds cannot be paid directly to DOE. 

From a child care perspective, federal child care subsidies are available for child care 

that occurs after the summer school instruction class ends at public or private elementary 

schools.  The federal Child Care and Development Block Grant/Child Care Development Fund 

(CCDBG/CCDF), including the Child Care Connection Hawaii (CCCH) subsidy program, provides 

funds to assist with the child care activities and cannot be used toward educational purposes. 
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Summer child care programs for students at public schools are operated by the vendor 

that the individual school chooses or partners with; these vendors would not necessarily be 

operating the A-Plus program through the A-Plus contract that the DOE generally procures. 

If the summer child care is provided by a school-age child care provider, who may not be 

legally required to be licensed by the department, for example YMCA or Kamaaina Kids, the 

school-age child care provider would still need to meet the DHS requirements in order for a 

family to receive CCCH the federal CCCH child care subsidy assistance.  These school-age 

providers may transport children from the school campus to their own facility for the summer 

child care portion or they may utilize the public school campus, based on the agreements in 

place between the school and the school-age provider.   

If the summer child care is provided by DOE employees at the school campus, the DOE 

employees would need to meet the DHS requirements in order for a family to receive  the 

federal CCCH child care subsidy.   

DHS is currently working toward implementation in calendar year 2021 of the 

monitoring of legally exempt providers that care for children whose family receives DHS child 

care subsidy assistance.  The process of monitoring legally exempt programs will include annual 

site visits to verify compliance with minimum health and safety requirements and initial and on-

going training for staff, in addition to the existing comprehensive background checks of staff. 

  Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on this measure. 
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Honolulu, HI 96822 
 

Committee on Education  
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Chair 
Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Vice Chair 
 

Wednesday, February 3, 2021 3:00PM  
Conference Room 229 
 

Re: Support of Senate Bill 812 Relating to Education  
 

Dear Chair Kidani, Vice Chair Mercado Kim and members of the committee,  
 

The Hawaiʻi Afterschool Alliance supports Senate Bill 812 which requires the superintendent to 
serve as the summer learning coordinator and coordinate all summer programs for children. 
Requires the summer learning coordinator to leverage certain federal funds for school-based 
summer programs. 
 

COVID learning loss needs to be addressed by providing strong support to our charter and 
public school students, especially the most vulnerable and those coming from low-income 
families.  
 

Summer months need to be utilized to provide coordinated summer programs. Summer 
programs: 

● Close the achievement gap by providing students with more time for deeper learning and 
the extra help they need to recover from learning loss due to school closures and 
disrupted schedules.  

● Address student mental health by connecting young people with caring mentors who are 
trained to help youth build healthy relationships and heal from trauma. 

● Promote physical activity by encouraging physical health and wellness. Physical activity 
is especially important now as many students are in virtual or hybrid-learning and 
children have limited options for daily exercise. 

● Ensure child safety to offer families a safe place for children to learn allowing parents to 
return to work or take time to seek employment. 

 

Coordinated services avoid duplication of efforts, strategically leverage federal and state 
funding, and ensure equity by replacing the “first-come, first-served” recruitment system to 
target the most impacted and vulnerable students.  
 

In conclusion, the Hawai’i Afterschool Alliance supports SB812 and respectfully urges the 
passage of this bill so that students in Hawai’i have the support they need. Thank you for the 
opportunity to testify.  
 

Sincerely,  
 
 
Paula Adams 
Executive Director 
Hawai’i Afterschool Alliance 
hawaiiafterschool@gmail.com 
www.hawaiiafterschoolalliance.org 
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Comments:  

Committee on Education  

Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Chair 

Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Vice Chair 

  

Wednesday, February 3, 2021 3:00PM  

Conference Room 229 

  

Re: Support of Senate Bill 812 Relating to Education  

  

Dear Chair Kidani, Vice Chair Mercado Kim and members of the committee,  

I support Senate Bill 812 which requires the superintendent to serve as the 
summer learning coordinator and coordinate all summer programs for children 
and requires the summer learning coordinator to leverage certain federal funds 
for school-based summer programs. 

COVID-19 learning loss needs to be addressed by providing strong support to our 
school students, especially the most vulnerable and those coming from low-
income families. We have found that many families that are in our Kalihi 
Community have not accessed online learning platforms for school and youth 
have drastically fallen behind in their studies since March 2020. Some of this has 
to do with families not being familiar with digital learning platforms or use of 
digital devices such as Ipads and chromebooks.  

Summer months can be utilized to provide coordinated summer programs. 
Summer programs: 
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Physical activity is especially important now as many students are in virtual or hybrid-
learning and children have limited options for daily exercise. A strong summer program 
can fulfill this need with physical acitvity and wellness activities. 

A strong and funded summer program can ensure child safety, offering families a safe 
place for children to learn while allowing parents to return to work or take time to seek 
employment. 

A coordinated summer program across the state is a vital way to ensure that Hawaii and 
its families can be assured that our state legislature is supporting Hawaii's development 
of the new normal, post-COVID, with wage earners having the time to seek employment 
and our children getting the educational and social-emotional support they need. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.  

Sincerely,  

 
Dezireen Austin 

UPLINK Program Coordinator, 

Maui, Hawaii 
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Comments:  

I am in favor of a FULL summer school program(s) for upcoming summer 2021, as 
determined by student needs. 

As for learning loss, students do not have the luxury of waiting until summer.  However, 
the DOE has plans to move forward with hiring one to one tutors and at the same time 
reporting approximately 25,000 students will need this type of support. 

Although presented and reported as very successful by to DOE to the BOE, there were 
large inequalities. 

Notices for applying for summer schools and types of programs were limited and 
untimely.  My opinion was that the application for students that struggled and needed 
help due to the 4th quarter school closure were not even considered.  The availability 
was mostly addressing Credit Recovery.  You would have to go back and review what 
was actually available to see the short fallings. 

The DOE consistently presents their successes bayou its well but not true for lessons 
learned.  For example, the use of the Acellus platform was initially and for the most part 
ONLY used for summer credit recovery. 

When the DOE found itself without an online distance learning platform, they fell back 
on Acellus for distance learning.  Not all schools decided to use this as their 
platform.  However, many did.  After thousands of pages of testimony at the BOE and 
pleading to Senators and Representatives, the BOE finally did a complete review of the 
program.  Final decision was to remove it from all schools by this summer.  This 
decision did not come easily for parents, many hours were spent on PROVING the 
program was bogus, yet the DOE had used it for 10 years for credit recovery and 
seniors graduated. 
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Comments:  

Senator Michelle Kidani, Chair 

Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Vice Chair 

Senate Committee on Education  

Dear Chair Kidani, Vice-Chair Kim, and esteemed members of the committee: 

My name is Alani Bagcal and I am writing today in support for SB812. 

I believe that summer learning programs are a critical opportunity for our 
students to make academic gains and experience opportunities to develop their 
passion, creativity and leadership skills. I would not be where I am today without 
such learning programs that have given me a great sense of community and how 
I impact it. I think through the pandemic, it is more important than ever to have 
coordinated effort around summer programs to address the trauma of learning 
loss, and give kids access to the support they need to emerge from this crisis 
with agency and hope for the future. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support for this bill,  

Alani Bagcal 

96815 
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Comments:  

I support this bill because I believe in the summer learning programs have. It 
has always been a critical opportunity for our students to make academic gains and 
experience opportunities that develop their innovation, creativity, and leadership skills. I 
know that during Covid times is hard but I think that as a state we should try to help our 
keiki!  
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Comments:  

I am in strong support of this Bill. 
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Comments:  

Aloha, Thank you for considering including funding and services in the budget and plan 
to provide for students with disabilities who need services to participate in summer 
programs and afterschool programs, including charter schools. The state receives 
federal funding and must comply with Section 504, ADA Title II, and state laws which 
mandate such student services and the state is required to provide them, including for 
charter school students. Lack of federal funding is no excuse to not provide an equal 
opportunity for students with disabilities.  
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